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themselves to other employments ". In other cases he was
" to be zealous, for his lord's sake, in purchasing all the free-
holders out as soon as possible " x. The landlord's interest
in creating large farms is explained by the unsuitability of
small holdings for pasture-farming and by the saving in
respect of repairs to farm-houses 2, though rents were said
to be higher in proportion on small farms 3. Even in the
Middle Ages land changed hands more rapidly than is com-
monly supposed4, and it was observed by a seventeenth-
century writer that " few in common fields do keep their
lands three generations"5. Much land came into the
possession of non-local men who had made money in trade 6;
and when land was enclosed for purposes of sheep-farming,
it usually resulted in the engrossing of holdings 7. The
failure of the Tudor monarchy to give the English peasantry
a clear legal title to the land8 facilitated the concentration
of property in fewer hands. Innumerable small farmers,
unless they were freeholders, were evicted at the expiration
of their term; and even freeholders were often prevailed
upon to sacrifice their patrimony for a money payment.
But generalizations regarding the decline of the yeomanry
can only be made when more histories of individual villages
have been written.
The agricultural labourers occupied the lowest place in
th-6 ™r3l hierarchy. They fall into two main categories:
those engaged by the year, and those hired by the day or by
the ' piece '. The absence of a uniform method of payment
makes it difficult to determine precisely their average earn-
ings ; and the difficulty is enhanced by the number of
occupations in agriculture, each remunerated differently,
1 Laurence, The Duty of a Steward to Ms Lord (1727), 35, 37.
1 Essays on Several Subjects (1769), 124.
*	Supra, p. 384.	4 Supra, vol. i. 135.
5 Lee, A Vindication of a Regulated Inclosure (1656), 14-15. The seven-
teenth-century court rolls of Gimingham contain frequent notices of the
sale of land : Hoare, The History of an East Anglian Soke, 341.
*	E.g. Victoria County History, Hertfordshire, iv. 224.
7	Cowper, An Essay proving that Inclosing Commons and Common Field
Lands is contrary to the Interest of the Nation (1732), 5.
8	Suf>rat vol. i. 178.

